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By 2050, 99% of seabirds will 

have ingested plastic                              

>> Plastic has been found in 

more than 60% of all 

seabirds and in 100% of sea 

turtles species (Ocean 

Conservancy)

Marine litter harms 

over 600 marine 

species >> 700 species 

(Ocean Conservancy)

15% of species affected 

by ingestion and 

entanglement from 

marine litter are 

endangered
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SOLUTION STATEMENT

Source: The Ellen Macarthur Foundation (2016). Towards the Circular Economy





Reducing marine litter by addressing the management of 

the plastic value chain in Southeast Asia

1. Market-based solutions (LEAD: UN Environment Asia and the Pacific Office)

1.1: Stakeholders measure and report their plastic footprint 

1.2: Stakeholders demonstrate ability to manage plastic their value chain

1.3: Business incentives for plastic reduction and recycling identified and applied

2. Science-basis for decision making (LEAD: COBSEA)

2.1: Baseline data on plastic leakage through the plastic value chain

2.2: Regular reporting on marine litter status and trends at regional and national levels 

2.3: Scientific community publishing on marine litter and plastic value chain

2.4: Policy and regulatory obstacles and opportunities identified

3. Outreach (LEAD: UN Environment Asia and the Pacific Office)

3.1: Social and economic impacts of marine litter better understood

3.2: Outreach partnership broadened and strengthened

3.3: Increased consumer awareness prompts behavioral change and support for policy reform

4. Regional networking (LEAD: COBSEA)

4.1: Regionally coherent national marine litter plans, leveraging all stakeholder groups  

4.2: Regionally coherent policies, regulations or standards support plastic reduction, recycling 

and marine litter prevention

4.3: Information sharing and stakeholder engagement support broad-based action



SWITCH-ASIA (EU Funded) for Sustainable Consumption 

and Production - Green Public Procurement (GPP)



WAY FORWARD

Private Sector

Financial Share, 

Technical Innovation, 

Managerial Role,  Local 

Knowledge, Backward & 

Forward Linkages 

Public Sector

Regulatory Framework, 

Institutional Setup, Tariff 

Designing, Subsidies & 

Guarantees

Community

Willingness to Pay, 

Awareness and Will, 

Environmental 

Friendly Life Styles

Government

Businesses Citizens

Circular 

Economy



Contacts:

Kakuko Nagatani-Yoshida

Regional Coordinator – Chemicals, Waste and Air quality

UN Environment - Asia and the Pacific Office

nagatani-yoshida@un.org

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/asia-and-pacific

Mushtaq Ahmed Memon

Regional Coordinator Resource Efficiency

UN Environment - Asia and the Pacific Office

memon@un.org




